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A REPORT ON THE BIACK~RED CONFERENCE HEID IN DETROIT, JAN, 12, 1569

WELCOME BY CHARLES DENBY:

This is tho first time that such a conference of black youth, black
workers, black women and black intellectuals will have a chance to discuss with
each other as well as with Marxist-Humanists, who lend the red coloration not
only for the sake ol color, but for the sake of philosophy, a philosophy of liber-
ation, We hope that this will not be a one-shot conference, but a continuing di=-
alogue of black and white, workers and intellectuals, adults and youth, men and
women, that will lsad to a true unity of action and thoughts, You yourself will
decide at the end of the day how you will carry this out, what concrete motions
you wish to pass, whether you wish to publish the discussion, or use it as a
bagis to start some concrete activitios like black organizatlons, black caucuses
in the unlons, or in the black student unions, or wnify a coammittes for the study
of philesophy in the revelution. It is completely up to you,

To encourage the blacks to speak out, we have arranged a special zeatirg
at this conference, tlack in front, white in back, Byt in the afternocon sessiocn,
Wwe hope both will speak out, and arrive at some unified action on the floor. '
Many times black pecple have said they did not want to talk, but to listen. But
one of the main purposes of this confsrence:is to have the hlack pecpie speak out.
Everyone will have ten minutes, The author of Philosorhy and Revolution will havs
an hour first, but the discussion will continue the entire day. We will hear
revolutionary philosophy explained, and the author will show how she sees the
revolutionary situation in the world, as well as right here -- and how she hopos
you will help her write the final section of her work., To introduce her , I
will turn the chailr over to & black youth, Ray. '

INTRODUCTICN BY RAY:

Back in 1920, when naticnalism ameng black people first took its roots,
the U,5, government tried to suppress the propagation of radical ideas that the
Russien Revolution, which had just takon place throe years before, in 1917, had
instilled in black people in this country. But small groups of black radicals
retaliated to the govermment's attack by publishing the fact that socialism stood
for the black man's emancipation and that the reformers in America couldn’t do
anything to better the conditions of black people.

In the words of Claude McKay, who was a black poet at that times” I
think that Afro-Americans have found that Marx had been interested and fought
valiantly for black emancipation,” And this is true, Marx was very interested
in the black struggle of his time in this country, During the American Civil
War, he criticised the American socialists and people who called themselves
Marxists at that time, for not taking a part and supporting the black man's fight
for freedom, Just because it was not, as they considered it, a class issue. He
also formed a workers' group vhich later became the First Internaticnal; to go
on strike in Zurope in support of the North in America and close down any plant
that used cotton from-the South., The black struggle also played a very important
part in all of his wrltings, and especially the writing of his most important

book, Capital.
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To lenin, the black struggle in America was also important, He in-
cluded it in his thesis on the National and Colonial Questions, To Lenin, the
word "nation" didn't mean just a national group or a country that was being ope
pressed, It also included minority groups within a given nation, He stated that
it was not enough to be for & revolution, but you must also solve any national
question that exists within a national roundary. He said you have to support na-
tional struggles that developed along the lines of independent mass activity,

His criticisms of those who say they are for a revolution and do not
support the national questions, apply alsc in this country, The so-called Social.
ists and Communists are not willing to face the full meaning of the national ques-
tion here in America, Much has been written and spoken about the sameness cf
black people to the Amorican Dream, in order to prove that the black people are
not a nation. Then why does there exist a black question or problen todayf
It is because American radicals have failed to understand the fact or the Marxist
prineiples and approach to the National Question, They must by now realize that
black people are not waiting for them tc wake up, but are moving on our own to
resolve our problems,

: The question is, can a genuine Marxism as practiced by both Marx and
Lenin in their time, be applied to our day? The answer is yes, and that is what
our principle 'speaker for today will be attempting to do, in her new book,
Philosophy and Revolution. She is a Marxist-Humanist, and her name is Raya
Dunayevskaya, the author of The Afro-Asian Revolu ticns and a book called Marxism
and Froedom, I would like to turh the conference ovor to her.

-The 59 participants present represented nct only black and white, tut
Maxican-American ard Japanese activists in the froedom movement, as well, Young
and old, workers and students, members of at least a dozen varied crganizations,
they heerd the following presentation, and then discussed —- for six full hours —
almost every question discussed in the black commmity today,
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PRESENTATION BY RAYA DUNAYEVSEKAYA TQ THE BIACK.KED CONFERENCE
held in Detroit, Michigan — Jamuary 12, 1969

Lot's talk == noi about the moon and the stars and the planets, and
1ittle homiljes from outer space, as if we don't have enough trouble on this
sarth - but about what i1s a great deal more important: the people, especially
the working people, especially the black working people.

If the Administration thinks that because we have some astronaut herocs
wo will thoreby forget about war, racism, poverty, and the world that needs some
reshaping, we will have to tell it to him like it is, Because first and fore~
most is MAN and IAECR, It is not the moon that came down to look at us. It
is we who went up to look at the mocn, 4nd the hardware that went into that is
not only a problem of science, In fact, the reason you can go to the moon, but
can't solve the housing problem right here in a little slum is because you have
always had, in class soclety, this division between science and life, And Marx
saw long, long ago == some 130 years ago -- that if you're going to have a dif-
ferent principle for life and for scisnce; you will be living a lie. That is
just what we have been living all these yocars, And there are reasons why there
is this great disxision, .

411 of the history of mankird can be developed Just on the history of
labor. Even if we axclude science (which we can't), it would still be a fact
that it 4s not only the hardware to go to the moon that labor has built, He
ha$ built the primary things on caerth, which really make the world go around-
food, shelter, clothing, ILabor has built everything. DBut don't think that
just because the working man has produced all of this, the only thing he can
do 45 manual labor, That is what the capitalist wants you to think,

There is another kind of labor besides manual -~ mental activity. #nd
this mental activity is not restricted to scientists or to other inteilectuals,
In fact, what they think generally comes from this movement from below., %hat
is most important of all is that workers think their own thoughts. And the
thoughts that workers think are the thoughtsthat move the world,

It is all summarized in one word : freedom. There is no such thing as
thought that has any significance unless it is the thought of how to gat free-
dom, All of man's history is various stages of tho struggle for freedom. And
though capitalism may be better than slavery, we still have a long way to go.
So — first, we have labor as a manual activity; second, labor as a mental ac-
tivity. What gets everything changed is thinking how and by what means you can
move to freedom, and masses actively moving toward freedom.

Basides labor and thought, we have some colors that are not acoidental
vhich we should talk about today: black and red., Black and red stard for the
actual movement of soclety. '

Lot's start in 1831, Nat Turner's Revolt, That was the same ysar some
whites in New England started a paper called the Liberator, gtimilated by the
movement of the slaves in the South. The coalescence of these two forces
led. finally to the Civil War, But that's not why I'm choosing 1831 for today's
discussion. I'm choosing it for Nat Turner's Revolt -- he tried to be free and
he was hanged for it =- and I'm choosing it because that was the year that a
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man named Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel died. He was a German philosopher wic
dealt only with thought in ivory towers, yet what Nat Turmer did and thought i
rolatad to Hegel, though they were of course quite unknown to each other,

last year a prize was given to a white Southerner for a book about Nat
Turner — a horrible book, 4 lot of black intelleectusls got very angry and an~
swered the author, Styron, Theirs 13 not a bad answer ~~ hut what is reslly
groat is Nat Turher's own Confessions, They were made to a white racist, and
he stressed the fact that he had the right to fight for freedom. He had heard
voices and they told him to do it. Now there was another revolt that took pluce
at the same time, and the white milers were sure that there had been a conspiracy,
Turner denied it:"I see sir, you doubt my word, But cannot you think the same
idea which prompted me might prompt others as well as myself to this undertaking?’
Hore is a supposedly unintelligent man, and he recognizes that as great as is
his own struggle for freedom, it is impossible that he, though he heard the volces
from neaven, thought of it alcne. He is absolutely sure that the Splrit, meaning
ithe objective movement for freedom, and the people fighting for freedom are the
same thing.

How these two movements -= objective and subjective, idea of fresdom
and people fighting for freedom ~- function together, 1s what we are going to
be loarning ya It is called dialectics, We will see how they come to Jjam
up agsinst each other, ard coalesce or not coalesce, depending on whether you win
or lose. And if we can find out what it was when the Groeks established 1t, avd
what it was vwhen Hegel established it, and what it is with Marx -— we will know
all there is to know about philosophy..

Dialactics originally meant "dialect” or talking —- and the Greeks had
a very high opinion of it if it was the philosophers who were doing the tallcing,
They had the first democracy for the citizens, but not for the slavelaborers.
The idea was that if you, the philosopher, talked to somecne, and he had an idea
that opposed yours, and you then contemplated, you would finally come up with
an idea that was totally different than either cne originally was. 4And it is
true that you get some movement that way, btut because the talk that went on
was the talk of only intellectuals, it was contemplation alone or the viewing
of things, not the doing of anything.

What was different about it when Hegel got to re-establish it for our
age? We had moved from 500 BC, when there was a slave soclety, to 1789 when
there was a French Revolution, the greatest reveolution that had ever happened,
And the people, the sans—culottes, the enrages, the indiganant hearts -- they
had scmething to sa ut things, They were saying they were glad they got
rid of Louis XVI, bﬁ? 1d they get with the overthrow of the monarchy? Why .
was thors still a distinction between "passive citizens" and "active citizens'--
especially whenthe so—called "passive eitizens” were tha ones who were doing all
tho work? They wanted to kmow why thoy all shouldnt be able to discuss things,

This French Revolution was such a challenge to the people in the ivory
towers, like Hegel, that he couldn't heip refleoting it, OSo that when he began
to talk about dialectic, it didn't mean only thoughts bumping up against each
other, it meant action, It meant development through contradiction, the develop~
nent of ideas, ard of actual history, and of the class struggle, It was this
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davelopment =wnot a process of adding up how many are here in this room and
contrasting that with how many voted for Wallace; but of seeing what *he pseople
repreosent and how much motion they can get going when the idea »f freedem in-
spires them == that is of the essence.

Nevertheless, since he did restrict himself to ideas, even though his
philosophy reflected actual history, scmething more was needed, When Nat
Turner led his rebellion and Hegel died in 1831, Marx was 13 years old, He didn't
kaow anything about oither one of thems But 13 years later, in 1844 he created
the greatest philosophy of freedom, humanism, And he Built it on the dialsctic.
But he said idess don't float in air, There are people who have ideas, Marx
included man himself, men who think, who struggle for freedom, who try to unite
the 1dea’ of freedom with the actual struggle for freedem, He refused to bow
olther to capitalism or to commmnisme He said that in place of either the profit
motive of capitalism, or the collective form of praperty of communism, the im-

portant thing was the gglf-develovment of man,

In creating this philosophy. he heard about and collaborated with the
Abolitionists, black end white, in this country who wers struggling against slavery.
Some so=called Marxiasts said well, of course, they wore against slavery — but
the slaves just wanted the freedom to be exploited by the capitalist, They thoueht
they were much wiser because they wanted froedom from the capitalists, too, Marx
showed them that they were crazy because freedom and thinking are always, gopsrets.,
And’ in the actual dialectic of liberation .= that 4s, in the actual relation of
thought to act, in the actval development —- you have to arouse ard elicit from
the population many, many forces, The greatest force is lzbor, btut thers are
others, such as the youth, and in Ameorica the greatest of these other forces is
the black masses. Marx told the whites who thought they were superior because they
were freet Loock at you, you don't even have a national labor union -= and you
can't organize ons because labor in the white skin cannot be fres while labor in
the blecik skin is branded, This wasn't only “dialectics® or "philezophy”.. This
was the way it was, We fiuslly had the Civil War in the U.S.4, and the first
national labor union came after that,

It was by establishing labor as the center, and the unity of thought and
practice as necessary, and by jamming up all these new ideas into a new philosophy
of literation that Marx was able to establish the First Workingmen's International.

Okaye Now let's get down to writing our new book, Philosorhy and Revo-
lution, To do that, there are two more dates, this time in the 20th century,
that we have to consider, before we get to the 1960's and the "Eccnomic Reality
and Dialectics of Liberation” we came to discuss, One of those datss is 1920
the other is 1936,

First, 1920, Remember, please, that past history is also present his-
tory, All history is contemporary, because we always see past history with the
eyes of today, It is important to remember that because today it is so hard to
got commmication started between black end red, The hlacks who don't want to
talk to the white imperialists wind up not talking to any whites., And the tragedy
is that .t inhibits their struggle, not the other way around — because you have
to have the majority of the people to win,

Harold Cruse has just published a book called the Crisis of the Negro
Intellectual, He thinks the trouble is that the blacks don’t remember their
Fistory, the real history of the 20's when we had ths begimnings of the natiorali-
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ist movement with Garvey and what was then called the '"new Negro”., He feelis if
they remembered their history, they would have their real rights. He is right and
wrong at the same time, It is true you have to know your past — but the intellec-
tuals who write_tcday and try to tell you that DuBois and Garvey were grest, but
Marx is not, were as far removed from Garvey and the black masses in 1920 as anyo:a
could possibly be. ' .

The CGarvey movement was the greatest movement America had' ever secen in
mass numbers. Garvey organized some six million pecple, The blacks who thought
the South was horrible and came North, found that the North was the same thing in
a different form, The Negro was supposed to be impossible to organize, Garvey
showed that was a 1ie, (I know people don't like the word now, but it was CGarvey
who fought very hard to make everyone spell Negro with a capital N, They would
never have won that fight without his movemont,)But because thoy didnit have a
total philosthy, and because they were so frustrated, where did it all emd?

"Back to Africa”, It was fantastic, They were all Amoricans, This is where the:
had labored all their lives,

What is important to remember is that the black intellectuals didn’t
want to have anything to do with Garvey and his followers., The intellectuals
considered them all ignorant, DuBois even went so far as to go to the State
Department to demand Garvey's deportation, Who made people look at Garvey
2s a revolutionary? As important? As doing more to shake up capitalism in
America than all the white and black intellectuals together? Lenin,

Lonin said it was a start, It wes shaking up the regime. Not only that,
Heo said to look arcund the world, He saw China and began to wonder if we could
overthrow imperialism through the "National Question." So the actusl movement,
vwhich was spontaneous as all great movements are, ard which showed the true revo~
lutionary rcle of the black people in this country, rovealed that tha only paople
who were trying to get a discussion started between the black masses and the bluci
intellectuals were & few white radicals who kept seying: For heaven's sake, talk
to each other —= this is the real revolution.

DuBois was a very great researcher, but he never mnderstocd the black
masses -- or the white masses either, because labor didn't mean anything to him.-
When you remember Garvey, remember that the gulf was the gulf that separated the
black masses from the black intellectuals; remember that the few beginnings that ]
wers started thon, were started by the Marxisis, Cruse is trying to say that
the "division” was all ‘the communists' fault, But the Commmists of the 1920's .
were not the Commmists we saw later. The Communists had strength in 1920 be-
cause they understood the revoluticnary forces, The blacks loft the Commmnists
later -~ and the black intellectuals didn*t, The black masses left the CP during
World War II, The minute Russia was in the war, it was supposed to have suiidenly
become a good war, and all the black people were supposed to wait until after the
war was over to flght for their rights so as not to hurt the war effort., The black
masses saids I've heard that story all my lifes it's never today, it's always . to-
morrow, Ard they tore wp their party cards. : : ‘

The other year we have to consider is 1936 when the CIO was built, Today
everybody knows the CIO as a great bureaucracy, but in 36 and 37 it was a great
movement, The first industrial union couldn't have been built without -the. b.‘!::ack
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workerg, ard everyone knew it, That was when you had the unity of white and
black, You can't rawrite history. Being against white imperialism doesn’t mean
that all of white labor and the radicals are the same, What the blac nati-nal-
ist leaders are forgetting is plain history., Once you have that many blacks in
the sams union, you can't go around protending you're not all in the same shopa
If you're going to have a revolution, you'd better have it togethor, or you won't
have it at all,

It's ono thing to say you have to operate with a black caucus demanding
various things, like upgrading and so on, but it is quite ancther to consider that
the main enemy is not Ford or Chrysler or @M, but only Reuther. You have to recoy:
nize yhon Reuther becamo the enemy, It was World War IT -- that was when both
the Communists and Reuther became the enemy., And that was when the Marxist-
Humanists said, no sir, we are not going to cordone this war,

Now I think wo have enough of history anrd theory(in the 1Gth century
wo saw 1t through Hegel and Turnor and Marx; and 4in the 20th century through
Garvey and Lenin and labor ard the Marxist-Humanists of that time) to get down
to the dialectics of liberation today, in the 1960%s,

Philosorhy and Rovoluticn has three parts, Part I 1s called "Why Hegel,
Why Now?" and taltes up the dialectic as the algebra of revolution, the methcdology
of what man has done in fighting for freedem, Once you get three things, you
have the essence of it: 1) the dialectic -- the actual development, through ac-
tual class struggle, through actual contredictions; 2) the right Subject ==
who is resolving these contradictions? Marx said it was the class force, but
nelped by other forces such as minorities, the black people, and the youth ;
3) how dosg this movemont from below for freedom, from practice, unite with the
movement that comes from theory?! In other words, the relationship of theory to
practice,

In the chapters on Marx and Lonin I take up concretely how Marx did
it for his era, and how Lenin did it for his. Up to a certain stage it seemed
easy, bocause it was only capitalism they thought they had to fight. But Lenin
fourd, with the outbreak of World War I that it was his co~comrades who betrayed,
The fact that every unit in lifo has its opposite within itself, and that the
counter-rovolution came from within the revolution == that was the shock and the
recognition that made Lenin prepare himself correctly for what was to corme later,
Lenin saw the aristocracy of labor as a transformation into opposite that meant
a break-up within labor, But he also saw that the way to transform that into
its opposite was by going lower and deeper, and uniting with the minority groups.
That became the "National Question”,

Part II of the book is called "Altermatives”., Those that are the most
dangerous are again those from within the Marxist movement. Lenin had to deal
with the betrayal of the Second Intermational, We have to deal with the tetrayal
of the Third, The three alternmatives are Maoc Tse~tung {and Castro); Leon Trotsky;
ard Sartre., The first two are from the Marxist movement, The last from the in-
tollectuals not cormected with a party.

Tho important point to keop in mind insofar as Mao and Trotsky are con~-
cerned is that they are revelutionaries, why did they have the wrong answers none-
theless? When you meot & new problem you can either stand still and saylt. this is
what lenin told me, or Marx, and nothing has happened that is new — and this
is vhat Trotsky did, vhat we call getting stuck in the fixed particular; or,
as with Mao, you can sayt we can't wait a thousand years, we’re going to have to
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find scme shortcuts, power comes from the barrel of a gun. But the shortcut

has proved in 1life to be the longest way arowrd, As far as Sartre is concernel,
we find that what he wound up saying was that it was fine for all the workers %o
go into the Commmist Party, but he wanted his own freedom as an intellectual —-
and you get the concept of the vanguard party coming from the man who didn't
belong to any party.

What you have to ask yourself is how it happens that blacks should
follow Mao or Castro? Is it sufficient to hate and want to get rid of just your
own specific capitalist? American imperialism is the enemy of Mao and Castro —
and it is your enemy., But is that sufficient reason to join with Mao and Castro?
Or do you have to do what Marx did and raise up an entirely new bammer that will
say: No, I'm not only opposed to American imperdalism, hut also to Russian Com=
mmism ard Chinese Commmism — I want an entirely new society.

Now Pert IIT 43 the section that isn't yet written. It is to be called
"Econcmic Reality and the Dialectics of Liboration” and it is on two levels.
One is the world level, which takes up the relationship vetween the advanced com-
tries and the technologically underdeveloped countries. You see that here 1t is
in the 1960's and never has America been so rich and powerful =- in fact, the
whole world is divided into two great nuclear powers, so that we may all get
blown up. 4nd here are the African Revolutions, They didn*t have arms, 1ot
alone nuclear armsi they didn’t have power, not even irdustrial power. But they
dared ard they won,

DeGaulle got so furious when Sekou Toure defied him and dared to tell

" the mighty Do Gaullet"No, we don’t want to be part of the French empire,” that

he even tore out the teolephone wires to show the Africans they couldn't do withoun
the white man, Why did Toure win anyway? First of all, he had tho masses with
him, tho entire people. 4And they all said "No," They dared = ard a lot of
white teachers and such said, "We'll help." Ard a lot of other blacks said,

"If Toure can win, why can't we?" That's why the blacks dre called the vanguard.
The great force of an idea gained them froedom and reshaped the continent,

Why then have so many African nations moved Tack to a military regime by
today?e= or taken a side either with American imperialism or the Russian counter-
part? That's whers the objective movement comes in, The strength and power c.l
these two muclear titans will get you sucked into the vortex, unlgss ycu relv
only on the masses that broucht vou to liberation. Once they got power == the
Nkrumahs and Toures ~- they said, wo're just as smart as the whites and we can
play politics, too. ~The minute they began to play that kind of politics, they
were lost, They stopped having a contimuing dialogue with their own masses,

But we don't have to go to Africa to see another great form of the dia-
lectics of liberation, Wo have the blacks right here in this country, And if
they shake up the world right here, all the world can be free, It was the recog-
nition that in the most affluent society there was the greatest poverty, that in
the most military power thers was a revolutionary force, that madeeveryone turn
to see what those few little black students in North Carolina were doing when
they demanded to be served at a lunch counter ard refused to move.

Botween 1960 and 1965 the spontanecus movement of the black youth par—
ticularly, and some labor,was the moving force., It really all started with
the Montgomery Bus Boycott -~ and again we were the only ones who recognized it
at that time, just as wo wero tho only ones who recognized what the Mau Mau-in
Africa representod in the 1950's. We printed Pegple of Kenra Speak Zox Thsme
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aelves in 1955 because we recognized that in the blacks in Africa starting to
throw out the white imperialists, they had started a new page in history that
would reshape the world entirely, which it did, and in the shortest period of
time, at that, In 1957, in Marxism and Freodom, we said the two greatest forces
in the world for liberation were the Bungarian Revolution and the Montgomery Bus
Boycott in Alabama, There was & groat deal of ridicule at that time for the
plane on which we had placed the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Noboedy laughs at 1t now,

After the spontaneous movement of the black students between 1960 and
1965, there was not only a great deal of movement on the part of white students
ruming South to help =~ but there was a movement of thought, as well. Each by
itself 1s one-sided, theory and practice, And the thinking did not begin on the
question of violence or non-viclence, A4ll the arms are in the hands of the capitaz~
ists, It is not the movement of arms that reconstructs societys only the movement
of the masses does that.

The first movement on the part of Rev, King tcwards Humanism was when
he brought the yuestion in, in relation to the Jewish philesopher Martin Buber,
who had expressed the idea that unless you recognize that it's not things, but
human relations, which are the crux of everything, you will never get anywhere.
(Rev, King didn't montion the Abolitionists, or the movement right in this country,
much less Marxism,) -

Yot, when he moved from the Scuth to the North, he didn't imow how to
function with Northern labor, His philosophy got stopped because it had to have 2
relationship to labor, and to Marxist Humanism as a philosophy of liberstion, What
cams to take its place? DBlack power.

Now black power may be goody but it isn't going to get you your freedom,
In fact, the capitalists are trying to use black power against you. They went to
put up a few little black capitalists and say they've done their part. Ng, it
has to be a new unity of theory and practice, and of white and black. Black
power can be corrupted like everything else. And you can be sure -that capitalism
will try to tuy out whomever it can,

Tnstead of going btack to the real roots of Marxism in this country, in-
stead of trying to work aut a new relationship, there is too much trying to grab
a shortcut through Castro or Mao, The most digusting thing I ever saw occurrred
in New York right after Rev, King was murdered, There was the first new appear-
ance of black and white unity in the demonstrations after it had pretty much
stopped in 1965, And right at that point, William Epton, the Maolst, got up to
say: Wo don't mowrn Rev. King — he was an obstacle to our freedom. For someone
who is black to dare to do that, shows that his theory comes from a foreign lard,
indoed. ( All the blacks who think they're differemt by following Maoism should
road Mao's own thought. He is so msed to using black as evil, that every other
word is black guards, black counter-revoltuion.,, with all he wants to do in
Africa, somebody should at least tell him that black is beautiful, )

Trying to be against all whites is to fail to see your real roots, and to
fail to work out & new coalescence of black and white, and thecry and practice.
It is the present pericd I want you to talk about, ind in becoming theoreticians,
in creating a new philosophy by .speaking for yourselves, you have to recognize that
you speak, not as individuals (though the individual is very great) but as the
new forces that are necessary — what Marx called the new passions for reconstruct~
ing soclety on totally new, truly human, beginnings.

* *x *x




TXOTRPTS  FROM THE DISCUSSTON AT THE BIACK-RFD CONFTRENCT, JAN. 12, 1662

Tas folicwing sumasticn of ‘he discussicn thien cencinwd tiroaghout
tho entire day, was prepared by two young black werkers wno participated:
7 ST _SESSION: (Only black participants took the flsor)

Three participants askod quostionst They say the Africans are thrcwing
the Tndians and Areb shopkeepers out. What is the significance in relaticn o :
blacks controlling their schools, shops, etc. here? What do you think is
holding up the revolution for black freedom so long? What should take place
where both hlack and white will gain the freedoem of maniind?

Steelworkert I don't see why everyone is worried about where the black man’s next
move is going to be. It is true all over that when the hlack man betters his
condition, everyone benefits from his move.

Rayats I would like to hear about the different caucuses in the shops, and what
they are concerned about,

Auto Workert Most of the black coucuses in the shops have different names, but
they are all primarily concerned with discrimination, Not too many deal with
skilled questions, however, and this is a critieal avenue to upgrading, Most
seem pointed to getting on supervision rather than to elevating labor on the
1ine, Others are getting sucked into the promise of capitalism, Nixon and the
companies are talking about black capitalism, and suddenly everyone soems to
think that the way to solve your problems is with a plece of money. Too many
black leaders in the so-called revolutionary movement are selling out for this
plece of silver.

Wemen workert Why is the coinpa.ny trying to destroy unity among the men?

Stecl workert! The company is saying that 1f you have troubles you should not
take them to the union, They say, bring them to us and we'll solve them., This is
to stop men from uniting together for a real movement,

Woman worker: The union representative and the elected government officials are
selling us out, at least most of them — like Conyers and Diggs, On the other
hand some are trying to get tho message to other black men =- like A. Powell,

Working Womant What can we do to cause less ¥Bloodshed in this revolution we're in’

CORE worker: Violence seems always to attend revolutlon., There is a lot of dis-
content, but we are not to that point yot,

One of the things that bothers me and many others is electoral
politics,.s )

Young Mechanict Young people aren‘t hung up in electoral politics, We're not
hung up on whether Conyers is goed or not, we're against politicians, period.
We're talking about throwing out the whole system. It's going to take violence
to take powor from those who have 1it, and put it in the hands of the people.

Activist: White and black worked together well in the early days of the Civil
Rights movement, but since Black Power, most of the white pecple have been run oud
of the groups. We've found we aro at a standstill., The leaders don't want to
hear eriticism, don't believe in anybody's ideas but theirs, don't believe in
alternatives., I'm concerned about not having communication with white people.
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I feel we need all the revolutionary groups we can get, in order to change this
soclety, How can we get the older black pecpls, the militants and the white
radicals together?

Working Woman: The first thing we should do is got togoether and unite our
thinking instead of destroying each other. We never had civil rights because we
Wwere never accepted as people., Some pesople want to destroy others with different
idezas,

Woman Activist: I have a 19 year old son who wouldn't be caught dead here. He's
out deing his thing, There is a terrific generation gap., But I try to listen.
He's got an Afro and a chain around his neck, He's doing his thing. He's try-
ing to change something, They're not worried about getting expelled. %“hen you
got expelled three or four times you have it made, I think black people ought to
start listening to what their children are saying, When I was growing up, I had
to obey o get put out, Now kids have & place to go., Thay can live with some
other teen-ager. Our job is to keep them home and start listening to them, My
son used to picket with me when CORE did that sort of thing. Now they're doing o
different thing,

Toung Workert 0ld people are on the way out and want young people to accept what
they tell them, But young people want to do 41t a different way,

Young Mechanic: The Afro has become like a trade-mark., There are a lot of peopls
wearing Afros that are so tp-tight with the system they will sell you out in a
minute, It's not what you wear or how you look, it's what you think and what you
do that counts, And it's not enough to sit back and listen, If that's all you
do, you still have thoe thing going., TYou have to listen and then act.

Older Worker: Iast week one of the black foremen fired so many people they had
to bring in the union and company and everybody else to kecp him from firing
more, #And he was firing black pecple, not-waites, There 1is so much confusion
today that you can grab any old idea and run wild with jt. I've been itrying *c
figure out the contradiction in Brooklyn in the school system, They have white
teachers who would fight if a Negro moved into their neighborkcod, so the Negroes
say, got out and let us run our own school ~- and these whites are fighting like
hell to stay in that school, And the black youth =« if they don’t accept the
right basis for all their actions, they won’t solve anything. That is, they won '
change the sccloty as a whole, oven though they may change a fow things within
it, About politics, take the union. One day in a meeting, a worker got wup
and pointed to o bureauncrat who had just spcken. This bureaucrat had just said
that we should support some politician, because even though everyone knew he

was & politician, he wasg an honest politician. The worker said it remirded him
of two men passing a cemotery. One looked at a tomb stone and said, "I thought
there was a law against putting iwo men in the same grave —— but here’s one that
says tHere lies John Doe, a politican and an honest man,"”

Raya gave a brief summation just before adjournment for lunch; short excerpts of
which followt

You are clearing your heads to understand what comes spontaneorsly from
the masses and what comes from theory. The first preparation is not activity
alone., but thinking., There have been too many soured revolutions. To prevent
another one, we need the unity of oppesites — but it has to a certain kind of
unity. Take the question of age. The youth say, you old cnes ardn't listening
to us, what’s the use! The adults say, I want to listen, btut I want you to dc
what I tell you., The adults have experience and the youth need that., But that
eXperience has to be Jammed up against the new things that the youlh are saying,
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‘"o also have to realize that actions have consequences, and the routh
started a lot of actions and got & lot of consequences, The fight against racism
ard against the war even brought about LBJ's decision not to run for president.q.

What is hangirgup the movement now? The Black Power slogan, for all the
good 1t did In helping others to recognize that tlack is besutiful, and that
unity 1s necessary among the black people =~ is now being used by the capitalistis,
They’re buying off a socticn of the movement, They want to try to divext it to
mean voting for the good guys.s.

We have to find which oppositem are correct, Wny is it right to fight
for a black cgucus ~— and right alsc to fight against the Hlack foreman?

Take the question that was asked about the Africans chasing out the
Indlans .44 we must know why. To what extent was it color, and to what extent
was it clags? There are divisions within the Third World, and we have to know
them, In Tanzania, after they threw out the British, they threw out tho Arebs,
boiause they wers the immediate exploitersess.

We have to be careful not to fall into tho trap of the “"crime in the
streets” question, It is not that we deny there is crime in the streets, but
that we tell them it comes from thoir system, and once that system is changed,
there won't be . much treuble with crime, They would like to divide You into
"good" and "ted”, and put you on a comittee with them so they can make Uncle
Toms out of yous, We have to have a choice of the subjects that will move us
somawhere, You know, Hoover, sincs he got his start in the Palmer Ralds after
World War I, has admittel that crime is gotting worse wwery year, Yet they koap
saying that they can’t do without Hoover, Can those of you in the shops, ima-
gine samebody getting up and admitting to the company that every yeer since he’s
besn in charge things hava gotten worse, and they wouldn't five him?

After adjourmmen: for lunch, we'll come back ard see where we've come,
ard where we're going..,

SECOND SESSION: ( ¥loor open to all present)

Wnite Studentt Will the black man want to experience capitalism before he de=-
cides he doesn't like 1t? Will the black people knock capitalism before they
get a chance to be part of it?

Black Workert Under capitalism, you will find a majority of the wsalth controlle?
by a minority, The questicn is whether this system ig acceptable, and I think
not, This system has to have a scape goat, Iou used to have the Italians as
the most exploited, ard they were all considered "criminais”, New all the black
people are considered "eriminals.” This system has to go.

CORE worker: There used to be other systems, like feudalism. No matter what
system we have , won't some always have more than others?

Black Workert Consider China, That was one of the most impoverished lands,
Yot the whole system was changed. People get tired of living in poverty, and
that means there’s going to be a change. _

Black Workert There 1s something wrong wrong with your priorities when you can
sperd money on dog tidbits, but not get a bill through Congress to get rid of




b

rats. "“he tuik of our students in who si now 4n  college are getting ready to
oil the wheels of capitalism, A small percentage may becomo radicals, but winning
move than that is difficult, We have to start looking to the high school youth
for students we want to win to the cause.

Older black auto worker: Capitalism 4s a dead horse, Fighting the stewards in
the shops for not doing anything is ancther dead horse, You can fight Walter
until you're sick, and you won't change him, What we want is a system that will
give people life. and growth, Anything that doesn’t grow will die. The capital-
ist system just kills off pecpls. We're creating a whole lot of millicnaires in
this system..s tut 2t the same time, a whole lot of people are poor, It grieves
me to know that there are scme people who honestly think that somebody has to be
poor, Why does someone else have to starve sa I ccn cat well? It is ridiculous
to think that this system offers human beings anything. Tho only compassion the
companies have is for a bucik. ’

Moxican-American 't One of my questions is when does thoery erd and action begin?
Capitalism exploits not only hlack people, but white, and Indian, and Mexican-
American, Our problem is how to take over, Power is never given, 1t always has
to be taken. When are we going to start planning to take over and give potvier beck
+o the pecple?

White Studentt It 1sn't a matter of countarposing theory to sctivity. Vhat is
nesded is the unity of the two, ‘

Raya pointed out that it was important always %o be concreta, ard since the question
of Mao had boen raisel, we could be concrete about the Chinese Revolutlon to see
what lessons we could learn from it, Mao made a revolution and achisved more in
ten years than had been done in Chira in the 200 years before, Bat 1t soured
ageine Why? He wanted a shortcut end he thought it was his own thought that

could provide the answers. What we have to consider is whether Mao or Castro wWeve
trying to elicit from the actual struggles of the masses? Ard why is the lagro

the vanguard? Isn't because he is always on the move for freedom? You can tuy

a fow leaders off, but capitalism can*t buy a whole psople off. Wnat do wa mean

by the struggle for the minds of man? How can we break up the unity of the white

mant

Young Black Workers To try to get a coalition with the white workers is practicci=-
1y impossible because they are hung up in their racist bag, and don't even know the
system is using them to oppress us, Xt makes them fear us for their jobs, But we
can’t wait. So we go into our own bag, We have the three S's! self-determinatisn
for all black pecple first; self-identity; and then self-defense. The man next Tc
e 1n the factory is my equal because we suffer thae same consequences, tut the
system tells him he's my ensmy, ard we just don't have time to try to convince these
white workers that we're doing what we are for the benefit of all of us.

Older Black Workert DRUM got Dodge management so concernsd thal they decided to
tell these young fellows they were right -- whore there 1s such a high percentage
of Negroes, they should have a plant maniger, and HNegro foremea, and so on,

But when one of tho other workers asked that they would do about procuction, tha
company seid, production will be the wame as before. The company doesn't care
whether it's a.white man or s black man as long as- they get the praduction out.

Flack Woman Activist: The black students and the white students on campus both
want a revolution., Why don't they got together? I wish they would tell us.

White Student! I think the black students are caught up in black culture, but
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that i3 only part of theory, it doesn't get beyord culture to the whole of so=-
alety. And white students just don't seem to consider theory at all,

White Steelworkert People ars trying to deal concretely with how to bring the
White and black student movements together. San Francisco State is an example of
that, Tt is the same in the shops, In our mill there is a group called the
Committee for Equality, Their primary point was not to work through the union,
tut outside of it. The government gives our mill about $50 mi1lion in contractc
every year, and they wanted the govermment to stop it unless the company stopped
discriminating, The company would be in bad shape if they lost those contracts,
30 they have begun to make all sorts of changes in the testing programs, and to
talk about changing seniority units so black people won't be trapped in units that-
don't have any good Jjobs,

Instead of asking the white brothers to Join with them against racism
they got together as blacks because whenever they tried to work integrated before
they lost, But they didn't work as a caucus within the union because there were
two different locals that were affected y and because the officers on the local
levle are consciously racist, They created a dual union, but it was tactical and .
In this ecase I think it was right because they just had to find some way to shake
everything up, 4nd they did it,

Now, the interesting thing is that because they were offective in ending
certain racist practtices in the plant, there were a lot of white guys who had
grievances against the local union too, who began to think differently about, the
black workers. The black workers invited a group of crane operators, almost all ;
white, to join them in one of their marchos, These guys were in the process of |
developing some kind of insurgency within the inion, These fellows could have 1
sald, no, we don't want to associate with some raving hlack militants out to de-
stroy everything, But instead they decided that these blacks had done something
i for themselves, so maybe it wouldn't be such 2 bed ides to associate with them.
g Now the whites can‘t wait for the next march,
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Black Mochanic: We're missing the point if we don't got the unity -~ not only
f o the action axd not only the theory, but both together at the same time, Take
domeone who says his only interest is in Dodge Main -- that doesn't change the -
. communlty as a whole, Or take those who say we can't criticize Russia's invasion
; of Czechoslovakia becsuse of the U,S, oppression of Vietnam, They may do plenty
of acting, but they are missing out on theory somewhere. It is easy to get a
cat's body. Uncle Sam does that every day and sends it to Vietnam, It's some-
thing else to get & man’s mind, If you get his mind, you'll get his body with
no problem at all,

N

White Student-Workers Theory is not abstract, it is very real, Somebody was
talking about the three S's, I have another one to addf self-development. To |
me that means everybody has a tremendous amount of potential, .energy, creativity, !
Ard The Man's job is to stop it, L oy don't want you to think, Thinking makes |
you dangerous to them., And they are right about that., In the Maryland Freedom

Union people saw the power of putting what they were saying to each other into ‘
print so everyone could read it, There are a lot of pecple here who wouldn®t be -
here with us today if they had not seen their story in the paper or in a leaflet #
distrituted to a plant. |

White Student: We had ten thousand with us in Chicago, and in the streets, but |
what did it get us] Take what a lot of students are doing — you get an issue,
and you get some guys arrested, and then you get maybe 300 students out on the
street uptight about it, So the university drops the sharges, and where are
you? The university knows when to appease the students,
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The paint is that wo need contact with labor to get a worker-student-
Black alliance and shut down the whole system, I don't know a thing about labor,
or about Hegel, either. But I know that we necd a relationship to each other. We
are still separated from each other. This meeting today is the first time I have

aver soen this type of talking to each other that we need.
- x 4 0% *

What follows 4roc excerpts from the Summation by Raya following the day's discuysion+

No matter how we try to be away from this society, we are part of it, Pay:
of the thinking of the ruling class 1s in our thinking. One of the worst things
about American society, aside from the racism, 1s that they think they are differe:rt
when they say they don't like theory. But that is what dAmerlca. hes - always baen.
Here 1s the trus historical materialist reason why, Let's understand it and get it
out of our systemt

This country was rich and racist from the very beginning: the lie began
with the lie of the Declaration of Independence. It declared independence from
Britain, twt not self-determination, Jefferson understood this because he had
slaves, and he tried to say something in the Declaration; btut they stopped it
fast, They got away with it for a long time because of the frontier and lots ¢f
other reasons, The capitalist felt, correctly, that he didn't need theory to do
what he wanted to dos

What followed the American Revolution wes a greater Revoluticn =-- the
French Revolution. Every revolution we have struggled with since comes from that
Revolution. And the msking of a mathodology out of it was the result of the com=
bination of first Hogel, and then Marx, Nowadays we think we are different. Scma
think that theory 1s talk between theoreticians, Marx showed that the simple stater
ment of a worker asking when his day began and when it ended was a greater rhilosc—
phy than the Declaration of Independence and the Doclaration of the Rights of Men.
Thoy were abstract and sounded beautiful — but mearwhile we still had slavery in
this country. What the worker was saying was véry concrete. Marx spent 80 full
peges on that in Capital, And he ended that whole sectlon by saying that labor in
& white skin cannot be free so long as labor in the bisck skin is branded w=3ven
though he had never Seen a black man 4n his life when that was written, (Many yearc
later, of course, his daughter married a black man.)

The point is that the concept that the source of theory is working people—
workdng youth, the minorities as well as the majority — came from the activity. Aml
why is theory important? Because instead of having to say, I hate Bill, or I hate
Jos, you.gee that Joe and Bill are foremen and that 1s why you hate them, and that
generalization releases you. Take the question of "sassions” ~~ to Marx passion
neant & striving after something. You can’i get anywhere unless you have a passicn
for 1t.. .Morx sadd the “the new passions and new forces” are the negatdon of the
nogatlon,

Of course this is a racist society. But it is fantastic to say that the
White youth are just the same as this white racist soclety. The blacks are better
baceuse thay are doubly exploited, and that is why they don't let go. But we havs
to see ell the forces that must wnite, It is true, for example, that on the whols
‘we are not for dusl wnionism, tut in specific eases like the one our staelworker
spoke about, it was correct =~ ard if the hlack workers there will let a white
work with them, by s1l means, do 4t. Then bring it back to the white worierse
Atove all, you heve to remember that the eapitalists want to bresk up the black "
and white workers.eo
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The go-called riots stopped in 1967 because the capitalist class realized
that they would be overthrown if they didn't do something, So they decided they
had to break the blacks up. Don't think they didn't tuy off plenty of black mili-
tants into the poverty program and elsewhere, When the capitalists get scared
enough, they alvays look first to see who they can buv off. They want you to think
that if you have a Black Madonna, everything is OK, Bat what had that solved?
One of the black workers here told us some time ago that American Civilization on
Trial should be in the textbooks in the schools. The capitalists would never
allow that. They are willing to appease the black students with some black studies
oourses, ard even that WeVwould never allow ifthefcould help it. But they will do
it if they have to, beocause they hope that if they give in to you on this or that.
you will not bother the rest of the institutions,.,

The students must ask themselves, why should the workers want to unite
with you? They have the bigger power. DBut they will accept your help == you will
find that out,...

Theory is not just a lot of talking, It is a clearing of your head ~——
it helps you to get the capitalist out of thers, That 1s why it prepares you for
yeur revolution. You will be part of the new btook. Even if you don't want
theory, theory 1s going to take you anyhow.

Bverything is now up to you, What motions you want to make, you will
mako, The more temdenciss and organizations represented, the better, It is ridi-
oulous to think one has all the answers. But theory == Marxist-HBumanist theory ~
is important becauso without a total philosophy you cammot fight and win,..

It would be fitting to end with one phrase from a white Abolitionist,
Wendell Phillips, whosnid that if you get six people in a room all discussing
freedom, you have the first act of revolution. That 1s what you did today,

» * T %

On this note, the Conference concluded with the passing of the following
motlionst

1- That a committee of five participants (representing both black ard
white, young and o0ld, workers and students) prepare a summation of this conference
to send to others who might wish to hold similar conferences,

2= That this Conference be followed-up by another within a year, to
assure that it would be a continuing dialogue,




