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Abgtroet of Com, COoild,glg document on Nezro guestien

Cowm, Coulidge's 124 points can be roughly classed under T¥ve

major heedings: I. Histpoical beckground, or-what gows under
the hending of “The Place of Slavery in
Creuting the "Negre Problem®, p.6

Il1. Hegro a8 an oppregsed race snd race consciousness,
including the section, p.8, "Race Consclousness
¥s. class consclousness™

N .
III. rrevious mistskes on the Negro question
in nll movements, "reforuisth errort (Coolidge
mesng libernl), "Sucial reformism" (Coolidge
mewns Soclrl Democrrncy” and ™Wegre Unrticu-
lerism” ped

Oppoeition to LT, p.l5 LT's"ignorance
of the Negro in the US wes probably p:ofound
and complatea

Vo Attitude tovard renk and file Negro members
. in our party, and propossls for future work
Pel9 “There 1s nothing more npuseating then
to see & Hegro picked to de "Negro" work
who uoesn*t now his head from g holedn the
ground. "

I."The placa of” slavery in. creatin" the Nepro prog; ", p.6

ps6 "Point 26 states: "rrozont disabilities ‘suffered by the Nesro :
L ‘ “in the U.S. have their roots in his three
centuries of slave status. These disabi-
lities were not removed by emancipatlon.
The mostsignificant result of the Civil War was not sa much
taking the sheckles off the Negro as the- un shackling ot Nother
capitalist enterprise. The emancipsted slaves were not prepared
to_take n place industry-..." (My emphasia)

Point 23_ atates: "The {reaedmen wnarefore ware not integratad
into industry as were the shite WOTKEI'Saanes
They {Negroes) became throusgh no fault
of thelr ovm shock troops of industrial
rerction. They were reseved as strike
breckers wnd  ws o reserve for the hesaviest
of coumon leborf....(My emphasis)

4

uThe establiahment of slrvery in the colonles
: wee n-demonatration of the-late develooment
of capitplism in the ooloniaa.....rurhtormoro
in that particular eccnomy {tobacco, rice
and cottcn) slave labor wasso cheap that
the d vn'lnp nt of nthar mathagne of Pﬂnﬁ.mt,-lnv! wara nat.. h‘dinn'}nd. Ll
......The preaence of the Negroc was really a boon to ycung = -
oapitalisme A plannsd end oconsciour scheme of dual exploitutich
wus adoptede.s.ssThus was the Negro. resanslaved by the bourgeoieia

e

with bonda which remained unbrokef o thepresent day." "
(”] (—url«(‘k. l
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II. Nezro ps appressed race and Ysce conscl ousness

Rel, points 6 & 7 : "The suppression of civil liberties, the
denlal of demosratic rights the confinement
of the loviest brackess in the economic
soule & the withholedng of culturel nnd

educationel mdvantoges to the "rgce® 88 & group ls Lhs correct

sense to spesk of the Negro as rn"oppressea Tace "sesse It dows
net follow thet the Negro group is economic ally, politically
and socially homogeneous.” (Ly emphrsis)

De2, point 7: "Negroes do not think alike or sct alike. They
do not mnrch togetiizr nor strike together.n

D«2, point 1): "wWith ihe above resorvations rnd restrictions we
‘ can now proceed Lo futher examination of the .
meaning of the strugyle of the Negro for liberstion,
for his democratic rights.,..It is the struggle
of an oppressed race (mith the explenction cited
gbove} to dmxixax bring itself up to the level
of other groups and races. This ig & strugzle to
eacape the atatus of second class citizenship, to
deliver oneself {rom a special and pecuwlisr semi.
8lave category. "(Ly emphasis) o '

-the mechinetions of bourgeois politiciens, the
ruling class engendered -hostility of white workers,
the cupldity end mislecdership of Negro leagers;
the Negro masses developed the theory end practice
of race consciousness,n _ ‘

p.7 point 33 : . "In self defense, vnder the blows of the-bd'urgeoé.'_ta.

Rs8, poin} 36: "n p discussion at_s meeting by the Buffale -
: Workingmens Welfare Cormittee a new member obje cted
. to the stateiment in %the Decluration of Purpose
thot Negroes should demand sociel, politiesl cond sconomic squalliy.
This man sald that he did not want socigl equality, that he was
wAllieg and preferred to confine his socizl 1ife to "my own- -
people™. - This la “race consciousness” as used and meant by Negroes,"

P68, point 39: "Racs consciousness" us enuncipted by Negroes is
: not a gatewey to united mess militency and revoltese..

Ag meant by Negroee and advoaated by their leaders,
grect and amgll, the doctrine of"ruce consciousnesan

is_devoid of revoluticnury centunt orrevolutionnry potentirlit y

{My emphasis} ' A

B9, point 40: "The "race gonsciousnessh theory promotos acceptance
ol jim-crowe" ' )

Lef, poinut 43: #The voctrine of "rece consciousnssg” is & theory
: : which premoted meceptsnce of caplitalism end of
bourgeois democracy in place of white. It pleces
. the Negro masses in the contradietion of aananting
in black face xhxk the thing which is the root cause of his nisery
in white fasa.n

P29, point 44; Nembers who accepl the theory of "rpso congciousness .

must hecomo protugonists & pavocntes of seli-detar.
(My emphasis) _ . .
. 297 .
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"But while the Negroes continued tc talk sbout

"race consclousness”™ they refused to follow Garvey.
It iz true thot for = time he hrd an immense follow-
ing but it wes short-lived and todey the Gervey
movement 1s deud."”

p«10, point 46: "The foel that Gervey planned to set up his repub-

lic in rz Toreign lenca was_not the decisive rrmetor
thet made ilegroes indifferent. Again and sgal
the proposel has been muade Ior the wstwblishment of a 49th strie
in the U,y. by Negrees. The response his been slmost zero.”
(My emphasis)
ps12, point 60:  "3mce congciousness™ leads to_the cult of Nesrn
_ Natiepplieme This is the belief that the
Nezro as o hdmogeneous oppressed group can or
should gttempt te take his place in the country
es . sell-contmined and self-sufficient netionel entity. The
logicnl development of this concept is the advocacy of the forma-
tion of liegro gtnte. The fuct thet Gurvey planned to build his
state in Africr is not importaent. The In.ortant point is the
effort to sepurate the Negro £s legro, politically snd socislly.
Furthermore llegre Netionelisa slso rejects the idea of cleazs and
the class orgrnization of scclety. Negro natlionelism is bourgecis
in iis ideologye. It would only change the color of the expleiters."

pald, goint'ﬁéz‘"Thé Farty, in my opinion, must definétely fejeot
' the theory of "rece cosciousnoss” ag I huve .

efiﬁed it. It is = reaction.ry doctrine. It can only retnrd
.e dey of the liberatlon of the Negro messes." .

2.14; point 67 : "Assigning thq Haitiana-a separate culture is

. not based on the fact that they have a stete but
primarily beceuss oi their history and the mode '
of development of these psople over mors then ¢ centurye..l .
would say the Hpitlans have a different culiute from "white?
France even thpugh both spegk substantielly the ssme lengucge.”

Rel6, point 80: "They {Negrezs) are Jubilond vhen they read

of the the black.kingdom of Abyssinia desplie its
’ slevery and mud road cepital city. But a8 for them
they prefer to spend their iives in the red mud of Gesoggla."

psll, point 54: Theory of "ruce consciousness implies class homo-
geneity of the Hegro groups. _1It thersby beoomas '
g theory of class golleboration.”

P+10, point 49: "The general class oppreasion to which Negroes
are subjected is ldentical with the explolitation
and opprassion of the whits workera...lt is at

& point 50 this point that the interests of the Hf”ro 88 p

group (Uwn emphpsis) and the interests of “the white
worker donlesce & became ldentinl....This iz the fundemental npprench. .

in & class soclety end therc can be no other. This is a the

PRIMAKY DISABIHITY OF THE NEGROs. (own empnasis) Negroes do not
understond this. <“here are some "Marxiste® who secmingly do not i
understond itesss Byt the Negro hus a SECONDARY DIABILITY{own.
euphasiaj: thut is his oppression and sxploitation ps & Negra}fit K
can have no golutiog(mv emphasis} separated from efforts te eliqi?gta'
THYE FRIMARY uIbABILITY..-Tnis {s a olasss .0 L. RO 2A8 It RN
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111 trevious mistekes on Negro guegtion

D3y podnt 15: "Three serious mistske have been mnde....There 1s the
reformist error which mskes the struzg;le for dsmodsratic
rights in bourgeois democracy the only struggle end

the totzlity of one's nims. _Sgceondly, there is the other type of

reformism, spocinl reformism, which tekes the position that no special
forme of struggle are indicated in the crse of the “egro, that the
trensformetion from cupltelisa to soclelism will_solve the problem,

This position i nores the painful frct that men's "minds" are not
changed ingtan#ler with Lhe mkhen overthrow of cupitelisms The
third  mistrke is Zhexuxmwumpiien ...Negro ierticulsrism...By Negro
Particulaerism 1 mecn the advocncy of geprratist tendencies within
" the framework of bourscois democracy in the US...Secondly hy ;arti-
cularism or Exceptiondlism I mewn the ductrine thrt Negroes as Negroes
are or are liable to become the chief driving force of social chenge
in the U.5." { Ly emphnsis)

)

pe16, point 79: Is it probable thit Hegroes will desire to aeperate
from the new socialist siate? I em convggced that -
they will not. :

p;lﬁ, poi;t.&E "Negroes who have uny intelligence know tint thev

“could nol meintuin & sepurate state. It would: L
- undoubtedly bec a bourgcois tiate of- some-sorts ;g;t~--“
-pot then thers would be no. reason. for.: sepurationwfrom
‘Utha new sccialist state." (wy emphpsis 2

ey

pe23, point 111 ‘“Membera forget o never knew tlat Negroas have‘
o " - been pecepting tho lbadorship ‘of white peoplé io
over 300 yesrs in one-or another qnd 1n one ‘-
urganisation or anothers"

I Lt

(NE: Coolidga says he will grent the Negroes selffdaterminainn

4% they wish end then goes 21l out to pfove_thé& not only:

they do not wish it, but if they did 1% would be_resgtionaryl):
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Draft "‘:\}‘/ J U"w "f ) \‘x .

Cume Coelicge, Conm, “rctukv ant the Negro suestion

It ig reported thet -dom, T, -held . .
the view thnt the N, in ihe U8 is a nntion,
Aecing himsell in part on his belief thot the We here has e
A separate lungunge.suring he Fetional Treining school in the
lecture devoted to The N. & the Unicns", I rude reference to
‘this position ottom. T+ 1 said thet his i,norence of the M.
'”dguzxx in the U.5. we§ probebly prétound & complete. " My emphasis)

qnvt.,.""“““
I dount thqt the presunpious alr thobt Coume Ue hne inculzed in here

flomsirom 50 nbysmol ignor:nce of Ucm. I'c position emrswite i [ gt

Ca ne v 2lleges is prefuncity of Come T!'s ignorsnce

gues. Ralper the presusptuocurpess flows Irom ine fret thet

an the prri o Jom.

g nrouing #aceinct nie own kind of onwonents, le is not

b3

[T R

rrg«ing cgeinst vom. 7 sitii wal rpnd nosition he himself

nas elr.oorstelynxk wrought out of b in sir, lsbeiled wrong and "exposed"

We shall scon see how Gom. (o puls up his strew men end mos them cowm,’

But before snolyzing Qs vehement oppoesition to his own str&w men, it

P T

ia necessary to know what in real 5-the raruy yUSiuiOn, nau~agu;

hGEIf date minution'for the black belt". the ﬁ*r+"* +6T pe; u;ﬁﬁl;
had no 9051n10n. uom. oh. maue a’ study of the h. quea ion iﬁ.whiéﬁ
he nroved—-at lhEGt to. tne satlsfactmon ol the prasent”writar-whot"

then helu his p051tion-~chot the 310 gan of economi pblifiﬁéi‘ﬁnd
O R & S T ¥ el - S
‘soci equality for the legroas” w;stsuificient
':problem inqﬁqgmﬁc% Trousby disugreed. He stated that just

becuuse the : Stulinisis were for Lhmx: selxpdeturmi““t en,

not pecessaridy be ssain thit slogwy; thet in no case should we T

delinitalv comnlt uurselvca ngainat the slogsn for nl’ time einégwf
it wrs o question theo Negroes themcélves must ceclce and lfmi::i;
ahould.ask for it, first we would huve to fight for it,.or,.ii?’ ‘
wh were in power, yould have to grent it. lle ﬂmphasizsd that hg'““...
Trotsky, had not studied the liegro question and hud noxdafinite 2

,1“92}9}923 ~But _he was drswing. anm;hinbnxhnht

rva‘vllw\lﬂ -
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aany notionciities wsked for s elf-determinetion after Uctober,

Mutur:lly, it wes sronted them. But the crucial point wes thgt"

.
)

not eonly had the Tsarist Zmpire not kmown o.?rumc of these national-

ities but even the Bolshevik lerders did not know they existed

as sevsrate cultursl eptities. It wes only witi Cetober that
=]
Wt d s

these/ sToups begnn to Yeei tasy were men who wished tc declde their

_own frte. Thererore, concinced, T, it woula Le wrong, on the bmsis thet
the liegro cid noi now  &sk for seil-ceteryinction, to shut the door on

thet gquesticn for the futurs,
: niter
Com. Swabeck visited voms T. during that ueiriod sndxzhsR - very

heet brief conversstionwith him wuas convinced of the correciness of Com,

Trotsky's position. Dluring thet conversation, Com. Trotsky inguired

/
Uerﬁnuﬂebichll%4§ﬂpﬂfngﬁﬁht ‘sgsn't it irue that some of the Hegroes

used & different lenguege? Thetconversntion wes reproduced for the

informatipp ol the membership., " In its mcjority,_I’should saY , the;nx‘

_ mémbership wes much dpposed'to“the féqt hat = iew brief. auestions

b

‘and one sing¢c in tgnce mf a. uef1nite opwnlon bused on t @ Russian
.expevienue were suf:iuien\ to "conv1nce“ bom. Swe that okachtman_was
wrong & Tr's p051t10n wnlch e hac never eTLbo*Uued a8 wuch, riéht.

But thet wes an opnosztion bo Cannonite methods of arriving A
adnir J-a L o . .
po’itiCal p051tion}thnn ;( e;?hcr position as such. As g malter of

P

P

fact we knew g0 little of Negro histor" thut for the mrj. ofus tiet

wes the the lst we had heard that there was such & Hegro tribe in'Am.
Com. Sh. did not pursue his positibn.. If my memofy 1s'right, he

had never publiahed or even niueo: rapheﬁ the rcsulta of hiastudy end

only the N.Y.-sm@qberbh*p 7ho hearc his oral revort at uohY educational
knew of it other then by third-esr heursay, The minute it was known that.

Com. 7. did not share Com. 3h's views, gam, iyight embarked upon bk
whut he thought wus Tis position; : ' ’”#”ﬁne'"
study to prove ths Zhxxmxprg; tnat "studv® wrs never completed, BT

' vhe favored seli-deterunination ' g
some comrades on tho Yest Comst/hud wade n study but I had never seen it.
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1 continued to hold Com. #h's position, I felt that Cow. T.
"did not kﬁuw grougii ", etc. of the Megro gunes. ‘“‘hen I wes in Yash.,
prior tu my departure to iexico, I wng instrumentel in having o professor
at Howard, who wa. an ex;uember of the ¢.¥., droft a document on the Negro
in Americe to e sent to LT. The document mmy not have besn zs lengthy

s Con. bDBlld =e's but it had the benefit of being more cokerent. Its
nasses ]
theue was thet the Wegro/not only cid not wish sclf-deternination but

were opposed to 1t that in twuet it was only the Negro "bourjeoisie® who

' j"(h" ‘
Tevored such segre ation, onlj in orcer io huave the privileg e of exploiting

/i e

the Negro mrsses themselves. kb;iamnbd-v*qf the Uvo?eﬂsor ment inte
uetall of how all the Wegro 1ehaers in the ¢.r. opposed the slogan when

Wik {14' 't\u [.r?]‘ i & )
tﬁﬁnﬂﬁwigfﬁimpnopeseéﬂéﬁij Cotme Trotsky’s fi?es, T found whén I got down “™ens. ”
in 1936-7 %o work there, were filled with just such documents, "proving®

ﬁpfiﬂv"’

that the Nebro had no sepsrate culture from that of the US o oeparute

\1“u°uu°e, and no eaglr g tu bg'jzm-crarca once abvln ‘now under tne cuphemeus
'tille.of seli-cétermination. So Com. T. "dig ¥now" the K. ques.--that is

traditional ] o
did know what those who held to tne/slooan of so;ial eco., & nol. equa11t"

';as suffic1enu to ‘cover the ques. w1shec him te know. But he 4élji%hat v

he had not stua;ed ‘the quaf. end hence cnuld not Kove s definitive pésition.
1

. wfbl’ . .

on the ouesﬁaﬂ;e felt that 11 waE, up to the Am. section to elaboratc such

|a definltive positnon aftﬂ“ & profound study gf the. Am.: Civil' War, thhout
u thorou;h knov&edge of which he felt any gtudy of the Nagro ques.‘would
be-1ncompléte.(pme*stated,-fur%ho;ﬁaza, that the Negro intellectuals were
not ;he”best judges °r“WhBt,thP,“eSr° mzsses wanted. ihe inteilectunls
wvere"smuncipated® end wished full socisl eguelity with the ﬁhite.‘ But
the Negro masses continued to fluck to thelchnrches where they could be

free of "white éyes".( ﬂg Fdovrmd dar g& %a!ﬂ - "aal¢y need Lo

be "convinced! Khak--us all Pretskyvists had rushed to inform him—-thap
Wwhat ke wishied"ik ri¢en ccmradss? wouldznlm is
ggx sucl: » foaker ot such o mass following. That in the fakgr's prpgram
insﬁired thé Hegro mausses to Jjoin him; but did not inspire them tc. join us
Come Jo arrived ufter I left. Iiis lengthy conversationsr |

B 1L were mige ogres
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iqf;;rl;—'rw

{'pal the.Sﬁb w Neyro Comni, was elected to work éutla draft thesis

'based on these discussion. Com. 0. was on thet commission and orposed
the craft it drew up,not becrvuses it sdvocated self~determination~--no one
7 advoceted any such thing--or any oi tae olner straw men, such es
race~consciuusness thit he now has put ups I do-not.know why he did

oppose it.. I do know thet ie offered no counter-resolution, despite

1is veoicelerous objecticns., That resolution we did not reject when we

were expelled. The preposals Coolldge now offers aftarxhex differ in
no essentiul respect froa those, despite the big telk of "reorienting

the party" mwm'ﬁ“iﬁ&\___}ixe—pnaum mreafe-reapcc—t"-—‘

;tnﬁy-baekixﬁgk. That rLSOluthH plus the 1engthy disca531ons should
' more- definit1ve‘

" b reyublzshed ang ‘Shouid serve ‘28 & basis 10rgalab0rat1nb &/r uti
presumptuousness,. i the ignorance’
'They ﬁill prave concluuively thexxgnnxanan of' ¢,, not/of CDm.jf." '




«hen vom.U. =ays thet betore we crn hove o fundesnentel

) e
pusition on the ilegro gues. we nust know 0 iotori i e
is, whether he admits it or not, Lexing the vosition Com. T. hns so long

insistec upon., Yo tu.t L tent hiis muthuuoln is correci, The trouble

My a £ s b
‘-‘NWWM c-nv vw-m L;p\,ﬂ v.—-vy ) .
is trnat it 13{\1&}.1 TR S e*l.l. UsEC wpunh WwoElg uf jll-di,-;(_zste('; T:ets.

de geys, ror instunce, Lot in the purticul-r econony of tue Soutﬁ ""1ﬁve

lrbor wns su cheny Ly lLie vevs 0l otner tiethocs of nrod.,"c;e hot 1nﬁi—
catec. " There is no aoubt thul slive looor is chesnp; but g0 it nould

. L

nbue been in tie Lorth. Gl tie 1L brke root in ine 50uth_qnly? He rlmost
hit the ridht sp&t whelt e Spbke 0F tue. purticular gconemyk but he Rizex
uromguiv clve tea_irom ihe currect basis’uy hiz eaphasis on the chespness
of aluve laooru¢%n g riov the wmoce ol ;qbor thaet ¢nlls forth the mode

: oa Ol

of production, but the mode 01 Lrog. E’ corresponding moge of 1hbor.
e

Slave Lucor wes not suited to the economy ol the No.,_industrialized'

even :or those days. . From the very_fir L daYa the North ﬂmd lumber mllls,

1or G, £ND W ecomln indu trigliz e ?lonwrnlth, if not o tze ex*ent '
et ece rwree" lubor!jp_,Lmb&meuaﬁlhﬂgijL_, LA e
.af the mother countrv,\/?ﬁh grl ultural 5ouuh honever,p&bhlcularly

ﬁﬂﬂntxxﬂﬁplﬁhxhxﬂACLﬁlkalX&OQQ&ILRERHKIRS animnxxnzrnratnnxxnpplgxnfx

M v e, 3 ;

2

xaxxmxxﬁxialﬁxhkbxwuaxﬂaﬁzinnxkﬁx not so much Lecause slave 26 were chesp

beciuse they were as BEQQBE&AXQ s the eccnomy had need m?

stop ot this goint ir itjwers merely ¢ guection c¢f ubstrpctg}hﬁory,

only btoceuss C., theoreticul busis,
proceeds to Qraw nmkxzux; & hIOHS znd resctionpry 'conciusioejwhen he

: \ ) . _ -

SLyB Lhet tne’“lehnllltlﬁs" \p. s lermilnoivgy Tor the double oppression -

et

he Hcaroa;c.rs T pielauh;;m1 g s o Negro) the lezroes sufiered-

were not removsd by amaﬁcipntion bCCguse: "Thelemancipated slaves were
not prep@rcd tu_tnku_a pluce_in-industry." - That is as_rgactipngfy_ o

a ovhrese ns I héve ready in sny bourgeois textbook vhere that fact‘is._.
rnttested to “to prove" thatp 1ﬁe mastef—slnvc-ralutionship was after nlls'b
the best relntivnship --for the sluvel Now, of course, C. did not mean

thet. Thet isn't the point. The point ig that one snys all kinds oi




things one does not"mern™, once the theoretic buse is wrong.

Whzt does '"mot pfcphred to trke r plice in indusmry" nesn rmywoy?
“Were the “ennnci; tec" serfs in .wrope prepared to teke o nl:ce in industry?
It wis incdusiry thet preparea them for lhet place. Had industry mocved
douth it would hive “prepurec” the Megro to tike o place in it. Post-
Civil wnr Zouin aeid not "prepare® "wnite trush® for industry uiﬁher.kgﬁxuxg
inﬁusk:ixkiaatiﬂn:ﬁxa"aaaligikla;ihnxn4zhx£ixaxx The Jotutlh coulénot
hcoﬁomicaliy "emenedp:ite" wither the liegroes or the "white trnsh® becauée

m

it itseld w5 not .conouwic:lly free, is not incustrislized. The

2id not industricliive _ -
white c-rpet brg ors mongeoxugnaxine jouth , but merely sponged upon it.
InTve ¢ oi Lewng. - prosperous colony of [ngling, the Jouth becrme i cefezted

"colony ™ o1 iLie 110, uPlLﬁllrt » Ustuuse, not Cotton, Lut $teel wrz ¥ing.

In the same non-iLerxizn maaner that voolidge spenks

. ___"____....-—-—__._\\

‘of the Negroes "not being breparef', he sperks ofﬁ"fé;nslavement" using
the ﬁurd loosély, withouﬁ regerc to . the mgce of urod. which is the'
decisiva.issﬁe.' A¥ter C, correcily strasses the iact tnaf young capcttay
eiploited the ﬂegrogs'doubly and kept them in 1n1erior nos‘tion _as agric-
ultursl izborers "awsny from the enllghteniézfckpérlences of fhctorJ work ;

e canbludes, filhout warnin ,Go-to-apeak I“rhus wal tlie Hehro reenslavea

i

et e ™

by the bourgeolsic with bonus shich remhlrer unroken to th Dregenu dav_f;/f}'

(Hy emohcris-Pr) Whax broxe those bonds tocqy Has the ngro been
:"émanciyatqd"asa;n?- Was-a‘uivil'hur necessary Lo assert that freédom?

A ¢ivil wor wes not necessary tor the simple retson that the Negro nas
not and could not have been "recnslaved" becruse phé mode of production
had developed alony cspitrlist lines on a-natiqn-wide scule.  What is the
point el using the word “"rcenslave" so loosely? Vhen he "wanis toﬁ
himsel{ puts the case clecrly when he s:ys "In all capitalist society I
supyése lthere hes been no worker s0 'frec' us lhe Negro." Fut tvo hurrahs
beside this cerzist explincntion of the word "freen worker. ‘Ang begause
he ic g0 free, thut is becuuse he is gconomicplly, mEixiegmiiyx a ﬁége
slove, his Londs eould be 50 ensily broien on the eve when WY econony

demands & large supply of Iree lubor, with uvr without "disnbilities,




T
hexhis xnri”xbaxix rnowledge of thc 3 centuries of slave stutus’
is euf.icient to turly
. bl - - . - - - of 2o L) 0] i’ - -
of the Negro foss nol/expl:in the vrésent®alscbilities® {rend: dusd
oopression of the liegro) ci the hegroes, domeindn,, more is necessrry.
Ingtead of annlyz.nc . i
f" thit somobhidng muJ.r,, hbuwever, UL e RS turned Anto the big Sogeynnn:
reCe consciousness. Let us wolch how he his built his strsw Thed
GhG mowod nin aown wWilhh Ui SURETLON vimou vunsCiuubness,
IIT. ce wonlclousness rnd ¢lanss Lonsclousness
Com. ~e ~ssertc thot "the Hegro m:ssces dev. the theory & prictice ™ 7
li
or rove counwslousness'"s The L. musues may "wractice”, thet is, feel

roee conscious but they sUPGly Geveld)psa no theory obout it Those

who cid develcep o theory, such as kke Jurbey,xomezert ¢:nie to tcke advan—

tage ol thrt Teeling, in orcer to le_u v inte reacticnm Ty chisnnds, ¢m@ €.
v iy Hoad 0 a80lrn q& .
cksn

kpﬁbu calftbet rece comscl
9§xﬁ”xxxkxnz Fgroygxnlgtxxxxnyzd xui:&ln.nleeﬁmtn—¢he—sam~"e~%eﬁefy—1n—~

r:c@ig;géaéeﬂnese the Negro proletzrian 1n Buffelo who srnid "he did not

ouelity, thut h" wig willing & nreferrad to confhe his .

"Ny OwWh Z ople' fLa_AALaa»L_Lng_i;aL.ni“4iaﬁkiﬁﬂg5r—znj £} ;;-: ol

?:ﬁ{ &AA»‘M ’\1»vv€’w**ﬂ/“
ess &w%ﬁ<h-ﬁﬁ~tnrnxaxonna L£RGK zxtexxnxxnstxnxnx

Q;jﬂﬁqb g%@@ﬁgﬂ 0bb;;2ng;n»4WH%,

c%iegﬁx&,;'"vhen tie worké& B&YS ne wents to_cefend his counury it.iu
the in \stinct of an oppressed men. & thet upb_l in nzm'"tx ro—Tienck
—..-—,»_t.-éu-v"‘““ “‘1-;}{-5—2'—-@—— ‘ //
nace conuciousneSJ, C. assures ng ("promete PccTTtance of J*m—urow, /
nromo»eh accentance of ez “p. and bouvoeo¢u demncrzcy, “imnlies class‘
hﬁmoaene1ty of uhe liegroed
The theory .oi self-determin: f on directly ilows from tiuat; race
consclousnessASives it the epuenranve of Nixrix contlict between race;
& leads to cult of M. Matdl., the iogicel dev. of which is a:vocaey cf
NeStote (12). fAgainst whom is C. ursuing? who is gévoerbing eilher
. ot .
self-deteruinntion cr the formution of o Hegro stute? xhakx lio gnefﬂv JMA{
no one tn~i I ever heurd. U. hos built up striy wen wnd mowed therm down.
Coolidge nssures us thet he is for clngs congelousness ve,
- rute conscioucnuess. Guodl Haw dees that solve the special problem of
the Negro? Thut it i3 & specicl problem U. adwits., In fuct, onze
ne puls quotmtiorn arks uround "ruce conelousness™ snc then Rammi-t s

. . . o S NN T
R 11 ¢ e S




- i

'is pérmitted tu use the words "group cispbiiity ", he in fret describas
_ with

thet "r oo consclousness®, il you will,/vhich the Vegro prolutorions
are permected wnd which is nerlthy cad rhicn we sunLport. Jor tie
Yegro s cn"oppressed rqce", even wnen in guot: tion v rln, voes hLirs to
fight sgainst Jimecrow, discrimin-.tion e ihe couvle opyresclon the Nelro
no dou.t sufTers. (oolicj e correctly assures us thnt ;it is the struggle
cf =n qppreaueu race to bring itseli up o the luvel uf other 3rdups
ane Tuces. lig ig, rightly, for active pnrticiyrtien in thic struggle.

He furihiermore pssures ue it is s unigue struggle ™and must not therefore

br: su.sgumed under cemoc. struggle of white wkrs. or dissolved in

rev, strugsle." The mgn who puts up the vest argumente aeingt Coolidge

W, - ' '
is stily Coolid.e. 6379 Lé‘qhd Lsl :
CRY ©UNR * 0t < . AN
(Saberatt A aAT Tl A ¥ N \
the xax ‘ 1o 'c"iant-—t-;z_s_,;p:mg .,\ XaxkxIexeakh ‘nm:ignh‘ Yhe

' MW ey S T e e, A B A b

Qﬁﬂf’ ) : X xifAraExan  RAeXN ANt raaTe v kengnait unv it me .
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. mﬁggrqh;mnticulnrism",%s. coolidge equaonimity

A cius to the centradictions c:n be 1ound in Ceollidge's

treeluent uf whit he vznlis Negro purnlualarlsm, end which he cerines
9§)“~ae advocncy of seprrrtist tendencles within the framework

ﬂir bour.e6is Ge..uCe in the Jude Thet is the advocacy of legro gaing
it plone organizstionslly, cocielly rnd economiceolly to whrtever exient

is ODSblblh. * /" He thep vroceeds to anzlyze : gecond chrracteristic

. IR

ef I¥ periicuscrisn whieh hos noihing at #11 1o do with the rirst.
The second churncteristic is "ihe doctirine tht &5 Hepsracs are, Or nre
iikely to become the ech ef ariwing Forcc of od
Wiy, prey tell me, whei has lhe clieged doctrine of the Hegro's sperial
revolutioneyy role got to do with fxexfxzel »“pt of seperstism within

‘ - emascul~te the expre3101,
the Tromework of bourgeois democrncy? HNone, unless youxgixe trhe chief

& L o

driving ofrée\cf gocial chunge, =né meke it s:nony ‘rous with sepsratism.

Pnat is that 0. is trying to swress when he emph&sises thgt'knxgig;' 

‘khzxﬁﬂgxﬂasxthxiximpnxkxnzxpix:x he can‘"think of no eason whriever

for hoiding to. thie belief” .txxinexexxsxnny ik ihzﬁ (I7m prdsuﬁjhg*’”“

thut tnjs sentenca does not refer te his orenthetical exorcsgion =s to
\ oellef thht Neg;oes are L nrtlon since the latter sentence s np

the paranthesis. If, howeyer, I'q "-unc, there still:remgiqs the-

imglicatzun th;t any doctrine thet &nVl‘beS the bebraes &S & spucial

T ériving” forue ot EOCiHl Lh;nbe is .rong. )As a speci 11y opa;essad group
"with Jexst to lose there is no douot that the Mesroes once swakened

wisl piay en e¢specinily militunt rols. ﬁven in & passive way, they
anti~war
nov pley quch a roie Ly thciz/ufuitude kaxxrdxihexzEe which is far

to the left o1 the im. wkgcless 85 a2 whole., On the other hand, iﬁwiﬁ
toue thaththekwhite wkgclass s the majofity group in this country
will either play the chiel revolution@ry role, or there will be no

T thet 4g hahind ‘._-n.;.'.
23 Al ,\\vl":;;

tissatisfection thul rev. roups wsre led by "foereigners" or nJewe M R
in any oountry,”not because of wny prejudice sngzinst them bubl beceuse

it is o Bign of the weskness of the movement, of the fact that it has .

R ‘;__lwt yet tuken root ih nr-aiVB ‘,'9_11', ﬁsnkbtx&mikuxaxhkmnux But. within




that over~all truth, special 5roups do ploy sneci.lly sidnificant

parts in » revolutionury struggle. Agein boolidbe himgelf isg the best
suthority wgninust Limself when in snother section of the documen?,

e specks of why we wish Lo draw the N, proletnrion inlo our ranks. "The
Eegro proiet:risng hrve begcose lnured to herdships, tough going ﬁnd iron

rotions.  They uwrc not soft.!" YFine, those sre the gqualities o rcvolw—

tionrry movement needs; our gpecial gpcal to ithe lNegroes is not amixs:
thet they are wn especindly oppressed group ond e wish to "help”  them

but becnuse they xrzx comprise especially steeled elements thet will

"heip" Lring the revolution on, c1 whe: it gels going, help bring it to

&z guccessiul revolution.
V;-Refcrutionary ve, Hdefornist ¥iew ou Iegro problem
Teculli-rrly enough, the discussion on liesro perticulzrism followed
] : : Gemoc .
tbe clscussion.of "sulsuming' the Hegro strug 1ezn/struggle of white

wkr. or “Jisselving' it in rev. strdgsle. It was fhe thlrd 1n a, series
' ' . - (1) bourzeois
ot mistekes on this question, The otner two mibtr es vwere: ﬁhefl*ber&l

{or whet C, call, reform st} errey uh&t -the "strubgle ior democ. rts. ?n‘f
ihlbogfgeqis.aemOVtyfshonly stru53+aﬂand the’ tgtellty of one's.gimg;”
" and (g}‘tha refdfqist‘or'social*demddrgt%c'(c, calls it:;f : ,
Viﬁﬁ,iﬁgfnkﬁblgéecial”forms'of strﬁggle are indicaﬂed in
the N., thut the
‘uhe proble».,

of this view:- "This 9051t10n imnores the pa;niul fret thvt men'’ s'minds
are not chenzed overni:ht and thet the struggle ngninst rece nrejudice

would not end instinter wltn the ove;throw,of cepa" (3) It is not

the doctrine itself which C. ¢riticizes, It is not evidéntly wrong °

now , but wili be .rong ter _{1) the rev. bLecause men's minds do noti
changé overnight. C. thus xxxniiiizs the soluticn of the N. problem
from this suneration end puts il on those thut will remein aiter the
rev. Ly. dear wan, the fact that men's minds will nat

hes absolutely nothing to do with the struggle against rece prejudipe

now, nor a;aihst the complacent sititude of the 8-D ps ao reformist

current which we murt combet nows The =D syos ihat the trunaformation

. 308

to mdiﬁ “hfiy ravolutionury moves nOW°Lthey ore autiaf ed to pu

om cep. to soc. will golve the problem becnuse they do not wish

By




1n‘thu_sprudgle aguinet race prejudice to the extant of 1He liberals

and no mcre, 1o circumscribe it thal is within the 1rnncwork of bourgeo

» ¥ . i i 1 ‘ .llq‘r!
demouracy, or to doctor up tihe loti r, not transform it. P rhaps here

und there there is o mehber ol the 5-D who ihinks that tﬂtt is the
sclution--the revolution wili . zere or it ol whni
yhey think, the poliey objictive policy leads to push that problem
furﬁhar away Jrom : solution by »ushing the revolution itself Turther

nd liurther rwny from pleving it on the agendpy of todpy instend of the
Ltomorro.. '--J/:

T
But whet Coolidge fimds to criticize 45 not their wolicy todey but -
the fret thet their ﬁolicy does nov 1wis-°r the minds of men tomorrow!

Ahw is it thet o rev oiutlonasy izeder is constently sliapznr"

- into & fe-ctionafy chenhel he Goes aot_"me n' to fet to° mh';t is
eatinu uoo‘idbe':‘ |

“ | VIO GprvexL ‘COntr.nil%u b'B ant;tuug dﬂﬂ‘TLS-‘
We‘ré S5ck‘to here we sthrued the ;Dertuﬁ to thp Negro questio
In adoitlon to s;& ing” it was “eaﬂtionary, he states that thP '

iact tnat the' arveylghanneu to set up ‘his reuuhliu in a :9;%15“

* 1and was not the oeCLSzve fnctor tnut mede apgroes 1nd1ffement (lO

But, that isn't true. Its reaction&rv charactcr is preclsa y in tnnt
it demsnded n separste ‘stete --in Airica. That way the most regcr
tionary 5ilbo could support it. Iind it demanced it here _;it.woﬁid-<

heve re sed sach revolutiqﬁnry situstion that no only no reuctionany.

. eouly support it, but the Govt. nould ‘have to be looking Bor ot her

.“ayF of solving the H. problem than by alving a few Negroes good
MI‘-: * -
govt. positions and have/Hoosevelt pppear on the sumeplatrorm

O P P

with e row others. As it 1s the Nesroes preferred Ga. soil that

..he knewto Afrlcan B0il that he did not.

+

Toward religlon too one cen easily dhe difference in

appronch. Coolidge tries to nvoid thequestion Ly stating that

o deasee i e

il or americo is religiuus congcious forgetting the distinguiahiﬁg

{fenture thut white .Am. <oes for custom b.t black Am. goee to o place’
e - L PO » B 1Y 4 DU

S S T nﬁ-fffﬁ.f.-r..v**w*rf‘.—rv’Wﬁvu‘_v e

where hc can finully be rid oihhi&e eyes.




